
In my 12+ years as Mayor, 
safety has consistently been a top 
priority in South Salt Lake. I was 
relieved to see the City Council 
vote in favor of the proposed tax 
increase and implementation of 
the Public Safety Service Special 
Revenue Fund on August 10, 2022. 
A dedicated revenue source for 

safety gives me peace of mind and a sense of security 
knowing we don’t have to compromise. We can deliver the 
public safety services our community deserves. I thank the 
many of you who showed your support for this during our 
budget discussions.

 As our community continues to change and grow, so 
must our approach to the welfare and protection of our 
residents. The new revenue fund will not only bring financial 

resources to our Police and Fire departments, but it will 
also help us continue addressing other areas of public 
safety, such as Victim Advocates, the Community Resource 
Division, and our Homeless Resource Officers. Proactive 
interventions, as well as personal and compassionate 
support for people most in need, are just as necessary 
for community well-being as emergency response. I am 
proud of the work that often goes unnoticed, so I want to 
highlight these efforts. I wish to share with you more about 
how each department plays an integral piece in keeping our 
community and neighborhoods strong and safe.  

It isn’t possible to list all the departments and the 
specific roles of each member of the team in a single 
message. So over the next few months, I’ll be taking the 
time to share with you more about each, and how they 
uniquely serve our community. And as always, I welcome 
your insights and suggestions.

 

Cherie Wood, Mayor
801-464-6757
mayor@sslc.gov
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South Salt Lake
City Council Members 
LeAnne Huff, District 1 
801-440-8510 
lhuff@sslc.gov

Corey Thomas, District 2 
801-755-8015 
cthomas@sslc.gov

Sharla Bynum, District 3 
801-803-4127 
sbeverly@sslc.gov 

Portia Mila, District 4 
801-792-0912       
pmila@sslc.gov

L. Shane Siwik, District 5 
801-548-7953 
ssiwik@sslc.gov 

Natalie Pinkney, At-Large 
385-775-4980  
npinkney@sslc.gov 

Clarissa Williams, At-Large 
505-879-2457 
cwilliams@sslc.gov

City Offices
8 am to 5 pm
801-483-6000
220 East Morris Ave
SSL, UT 84115
Animal Service 801-483-6024
Building Permits 801-483-6005
Business Licensing 801-483-6063
Code Enforcement 801-464-6712
Fire Administration 801-483-6043
Justice Court 801-483-6072
Police Admin 801-412-3606
Promise 801-483-6057
Public Works 801-483-6045
Recreation 801-412-3217
Utility Billing 801-483-6074
Emergencies 911
Police/Fire Dispatch 801-840-4000

Mayor Cherie Wood

 Funding Our Future: Prioritizing Public Safety

Police Department
Fire Department

Homeless Strategies 
Code Enforcement 

To keep informed, please stop to read the monthly 
messages from both SSLPD Chief Carruth and SSLFD 
Chief Addison (p. 3), as they share the most current 
happenings about their departments. If you haven’t 
attended National Night Out, or a monthly meeting like 
Coffee with a Cop, Business Watch, Neighborhood 
Watch, or the Homeless Resource Neighborhood 
Meetings, I’d highly recommend you do so. These 
community meetings have many purposes, but primarily 
to inform, teach and build relationships and trust with 
our public safety team members. You are an essential 
part of the solution to keep our community safe and 
neighborhoods strong - join us!

I’m excited to see the City take a more comprehensive 
and proactive approach to create stable funding to meet 
the growing needs of our residents. However, I know 
that for some, especially seniors and others with limited 
or fixed income, this tax increase may create financial 
strain. This is why I want to take this opportunity to share 
some resources for those who need assistance.

•	Need help with an application or having difficulties connecting to 
resources, such as housing, health care, or food?  
Promise Family Liaison Team, 801-483-6057, promise@sslc.gov 

•	Need help with internet service, or getting computer access? 
The Co-Op, 801-512-3983, lhorns@sslc.gov 

•	Need help applying for property tax relief? Connect with our SSL 
Neighborhoods Ambassador. Many programs have September 
deadlines, so call today! 
SSL Neighborhoods, 801-464-6757, connect@sslc.gov

The SSL PUBLIC SAFETY Team Truth in Taxation: Financial 
Resources for Residents



 

City News
Public Meetings
For more info: www.sslc.gov

City Council 
Wed, Sep 14, 7 p.m. 
Wed, Sep 28, 7 p.m.

Planning Commission
Thurs, Sep 1, 7 p.m.
Thurs, Sep 15, 7 p.m.

Civilian Review Board
Mon, Sep 12, 6:30 p.m.

City Offices and Community 
Centers will be closed 
September 5 for Labor Day.

CITY COUNCIL CORNER
New 988 is a Suicide Prevention and Crisis Lifeline 

LeAnne Huff, District 1

The newly established three digit number which launched 
July 16, 2022 (previously known as the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline) is more than just an easy-to-remember 
number -- it’s a direct connection to compassionate, accessible 
care and support for anyone experiencing mental health-

related distress -- whether thoughts of suicide, mental health, 
substance use crisis or any other kind of emotional distress.  

Approximately 1 and 5 Americans will experience a mental 
health condition in a given year and often wait long periods 
of time to get the help they need. The good news is that 988 
will offer accessible care and support to those struggling 
with suicide and mental health related distress every day.  
988 represents one of the most significant milestones in 25 
years. Dr. Richard McKeon-SAMHSA Suicide Prevention 
Branch Chief says “988 is the opportunity of a lifetime for 
transformation in mental health”. Utah’s long term vision is 
to continue to build out a robust crisis care response system, 
including someone to call, someone to respond, and a safe 
place to go for mental health crisis care.

Note: Opinions expressed here may not be  
representative of all Members of the City Council.

South Salt Lake City Council Action Report Summary 
Full agendas, minutes, handouts and video recorded meetings available at: sslc.gov/city-government/council-meeting 

Date Agenda Item Subject Action Next Step 

7/27/22 Appointments by the Mayor Appoint Ariel Andrus as City Recorder Approved No further action needed 

8/10/22 An Ordinance to Levy a Public Safety 
Service Property Tax 

An Ordinance to Levy a Public Safety Service Property Tax Approved No further action needed 

8/10/22 A Resolution adopting the final tax rate A Resolution to Adopt a Final Tax Rate Approved No further action needed 

8/10/22 Adoption of the General Fund Budget A Resolution to Adopt the General Fund Budget for SSL 
Fiscal Year July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023 

Approved No further action needed 

8/10/22 Adoption of Water Utility Fund Budget A Resolution to Adopt the Water Utility Fund Budget for 
SSL Fiscal Year July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023 

Approved No further action needed 

 

September Beautiful 
Yard Award

CONGRATS TO JASON & DANI!

Mayor Cherie Wood encourages you to 
nominate those around your neighborhood 
who you believe deserve a Beautiful Yard 
Award—or you could even nominate a block 
for a Beautiful Street Award or Balcony. To do 
so, contact SSL Neighborhoods: 

801-464-6757, connect@sslc.gov



 

Public Safety

Message from SSLPD Chief Jack Carruth

I would like to thank everyone that participated in the 
National Night Out Against Crime. The City of South Salt 
Lake has taken this event to a higher level by including 
Emergency Preparedness as part of the event, far above 
the national standard. 

Every department in the City has the ability to be 
recognized for what they do and how they contribute to the 
safety of our City, as well as local vendors that offer home 
protection and safety solutions for our community.  We also 
had the support of our FBI partners, the South Salt Lake 
Honorary Colonels, and the SSL Chamber of Commerce.  
Each year this event demonstrates the importance and 
power of community partnerships.  

Special thanks to all the booth sponsors;
SSL Amateur Radio & CERT 
City of South Salt Lake
Promise South Salt Lake 
The Community Opportunity Center (Co-Op)
City of South Salt Lake
SSL Homeless Strategies
Columbus Senior Center
SSL Fire Department 
The Other Side Academy (TOSA)
Utah Community Action – Adult Education & Head Start
SL Valley Emergency Communications (VECC) 
Granite School District 
FBI Salt Lake City 
SSL Honorary Colonels
SSL Victim Services
Salt Lake Area Gang Project

Behind the scenes and in preparation of this event 
requires a tremendous amount of work to bring it all 
together.  I commend the hard work of our very own SSLPD 
Community Resource Division and our City staff for making 
this event a success again. 

The police department will retain the Tug-o-War trophy 
again this year as the reigning victors.    

Thank you to all—I look forward to next year’s events!

Strong Partners Make 
National Night Out  
a Success, Again!

Neighborhood Watch
Residents & businesses are 
encouraged to participate.
Sep 1, 7 p.m.

Business Watch
Businesses are encouraged  
to participate.
Sep 1, 5 p.m.  
In-Person
Johnstone Supply 
2940 S 300 W Unit A

Virtual Meetings
Visit: www.sslc.gov for link

Community Meetings
Join us for a community 
conversation.

Men’s Resource Center 
Neighborhood Meeting
A conversation about 
homelessness in our community.
Sep 21, 4 p.m. 
Visit: www.sslc.gov for virtual link

Are You Prepared? 

Get started with these 
emergency home kit essentials. 
Find emergency preparedness tips 
at www.fema.gov

•	 Flashlight w batteries
•	 Battery-powered or Hand 

Cranked Radio
•	 First Aid Kit
•	 Cash on hand
•	 Water Storage Container, 

 one gallon per person for 
every 24 hours

•	 Non perishable food items, 
snack bars, canned items  
and can opener

Coffee with a Cop
Sep 7, 9-10 a.m.
In-Person
Délice Bakery & Café
2747 S State Street

Message from SSLFD Chief Terry Addison

The aftermath of a major earthquake, a windstorm or blizzard 
could bring chaos quickly to a community like ours. Injuries, fatalities, 
fires, lack of power, water, food, or access to roads could literally 
affect hundreds if not thousands of individuals and families all at 
once. While we can’t predict the future, we can anticipate that life will 
continue to bring what it will, emergencies included. 

While our City has a well-trained staff and emergency response 
team, the demand during a major disaster would amplify and would 
quickly exceed their limited capacity. According to FEMA experts and 
their assessments of other major emergency events across the county, 
it can take employed service workers several days to deliver aid and 
assistance if and when a disaster strikes. Not to alarm, there is a 
program that can potentially offset this issue and it involves you as 
a community member. I’d like to invite you to consider taking a free 
civilian emergency response training program called CERT. 

South Salt Lake Fire’s Community Emergency Response Team 
or CERT program was developed out of the need for a well-trained 
civilian emergency workforce. CERT provides community self-
sufficiency through the development of multifunctional response 
teams who act as an adjunct to the City’s emergency services during 
major disasters. After a major disaster or emergency, there are many 
things to consider, from making initial assessments to taking quick 
action, and CERT training gives individuals validated guidance to 
manage and respond in the best way possible. 

The South Salt Lake Fire Department is sponsoring Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT)  in-person free training on 
Saturday, November 5th, and Saturday, November 12 th. CERT 
training gives volunteers the same basic skills firefighters master, such 
as search and rescue, administering first-aid, establishing a medical 
treatment area, suppressing small fires, etc. It also gives volunteers 
an overview of the city’s emergency management strategy for helping 
residents respond to and recover from a large-scale disaster.

Visit the link for more information about the training and to register 
for the CERT hands-on class: 

sslc.gov/department-listings/fire/communityeducation

Serve Your Community, Become 
CERT Certified

Text a Tip to SSLPD
You can now send anonymous text and web tips to the SSLPD. To send an 
anonymous text tip:
1.	Text your tip to 274-637 (CRIMES).
2.	Start your text message with the keyword: SSLPD
3.	Within a minute, you will receive a text message with your alias.  This confirms 

that your text message was received.  The alias identifier is used by the officer 
to communicate with you, through text, regarding the tip you submitted.

4.	Remember, the officer does not know your identity or location.



 

Community Happenings

September is All About Getting to the River
As South Salt Lake celebrates 2022 as the ‘Year of the Neighborhood’, we are 

highlighting the neighborhoods that make us unique and taking note of what makes them so 
special. Take a moment and find out about some of its histories, beautiful natural landmarks, 
businesses, and what makes both Riverfront and the Jordan River neighborhoods uniquely 
great in South Salt Lake!

CELEBRATE SSL:  
Riverfront & Jordan River Neighborhoods

Found along the Jordan River Trail and James 
Madison Park, Tracy Aviary’s Jordan River Nature 
Center (1125 W 3300 South) was established in 
2020 to inspire curiosity and caring for birds and 
nature on South Salt Lake’s Westside. From their 
Family Nature Club to Pride Events, discover 
more about the birds, the bees, and all the things 
growing there at jordanrivernaturecenter.org.

The TA Jordan River Nature Center (JRNC) is 
currently in the process of expanding. Upon 
completion, the JRNC will encompass nearly 
13 acres and improvements will include the 
addition of a visitor education center, a bird 
blind, pavilions, an animal barn, an amphitheater, 
gardens, and more!

It’s a 30-Day River Celebration! September is all about 
celebrating the annual Get To The River Festival, during 
which we hope to encourage you to visit the Jordan River and 
discover all the ways you can have fun and recreate there. 
Join Mayor Cherie Wood on Monday, September 19 at 5:30 
pm as the Jordan River Commission is hosting a Paddle with 
the Mayor event. They supply canoes, life preservers, and 
paddles, and you are welcome to bring your own as well. 
Registration is required for each participant as space is limited, 
please visit: jordanrivercommission.com/learn/events

BOUNDARIES: 
Jordan River – 3300 South to Carlisle Street  (UTA Operations); 
Jordan River to 900 West
Riverfront – Carlisle Street (UTA Operations) to 3900 South;  
Jordan River to 700 West 

SSL City Council Districts
#2 - Corey Thomas
#5 - Shane Siwik

HOUSING MAKEUP
Much of the Jordan River and Riverfront Neighborhood is new 
and exciting. From the time that UTA decided to surplus a large 
section of their property for development, excitement was building 
for this opportunity to create a new neighborhood. The city 
worked with the selected developer to carefully choose the mix of 
housing and uses (a new school!) that would make this a complete 
neighborhood. The areas further to the north are still undergoing 
the transformation from horse properties to new uses, and will soon 
see the Huntsman Mental Health Institute in addition to the Men’s 
Resource Center, Tracy Aviary, and a brand new regional park just 
across the river in West Valley City. 

There is much to celebrate about living close to the river and 
enjoying the cool breezes and birdsong. We couldn’t be happier for 
more opportunities and those who live there to enjoy it!

COMMUNITY PLACES
Jordan River: 
Tracy Aviary J.R. Nature Center
Men’s Resource Center
James Madison Park
UTA Operations

Riverfront:
Olene Walker Elementary School 
Jordan River Trail
General Holm Park 

What’s Your Sign? As South Salt Lake celebrates 
2022 as the ‘Year of the Neighborhood’, we 
encourage you to identify your neighborhood and 
take note of what makes it special. From S-Line to 
Riverfront, we created 11 specific neighborhood 
signs for residents to place in their yards.

The Riverfront Complex 

Conceptual rendering of the Tracy 
Aviary Jordan River Nature Center 

Visitor and Education Center.

Conceptual rendering of the planned large 
pavilion at the Jordan River Nature Center.



 

Community Happenings

New!! SSL Animal 
Services Adoptable Page 
To help streamline your ability 
to track dogs and cats who are 
currently up for adoption, and their 
status (because you can’t help 
but love all of them!), SSL Animal 
Services has created some new 
pages to help. 
SSL Animal Services Links:  
linktr.ee/sslanimalservices

SSL Recreation Summer Sports—Here are our Champions!

The end of the 
summer means the 

wrap up championship 
playoffs for many of 
our local softball and 

soccer leagues. 

Creative Arts for Life
ART AROUND THE WORLD

Wed, September 7, 14, 21, 28, 2022 
6:30-8:30 pm

Historic Scott School
Maddie Christensen/Bad Dog Arts

Jump on the imaginary Bad Dog Arts train to explore unique 
art forms from different parts of the world. In Japan, the marbling 
process is called Suminagashi where drops of ink on water create 
a floating design that gets transferred to paper. We will also create 
Worry Dolls from Guatemala, make a Kantha Beaded Necklace 
from India and learn about Paper Quilling from Europe dating 
back to the late 1400s - although it can be traced back to the early 
100’s - 400’s using metals in China, Egypt + Greece. Sign up 
starts now at sslarts.org.  As always all materials will be provided.

2022 Tournament Champions: 
Wofford’s European Car

2022 Youth Soccer Champions: Lincoln Elementary 

2022 Consolation League 
Champions:  Team Trash Talk

2022 Softball League 
Champions:  The Shredders

The final score of the championship game for 
teens soccer, Cottonwood Rec defeated Utah 

International Charter School 4-3. 

Saturday
September 10th 

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
1125 WEST 3300 SOUTH

SOUTH SALT LAKE, UT 84119

WWW.GETTOTHERIVER.ORG

GET TO THE RIVER

Grab a friend, bring the family, the 
beautiful River and Parkway await!
»  Paint the Parkway
»  Rockin’ River Storytime
»  Resource Connection
»  Seed Bomb Making

»  Bird Walks
»  Snacks & Drinks
»  Seed Library
»  Nature Exploration



SEPTEMBER EVENTS 
Columbus Senior Center
2531 S 400 East

Special Live Entertainment
Fridays at 10:30 am
Rich Dixon, September 9th
Utah Old Time Fiddlers, 
September 23rd

Presentations starting  
at 10:30 am

Fire Department- Friday 
September 2nd
Poison Prevention- 
Wednesday, September 14th
Reice Stein “Travel Log”- 
Friday, September 16th

Vital Aging –  
Mental Health Therapy

Wednesday, September 21st  
at 10:30 am

Exercise Classes
EnhanceFitness  Mon, Wed, 
& Fri at 9:30
Arthritis Exercise Tues & 
Thurs at 9:30
U of U exercise Tues & Thurs 
at 10:30
Modified Yoga Mon & Wed  
at 1:00
Line Dance Fri at 10:30
Pickleball Tues & Thurs  
at 12:30

 

Community Happenings

Shiver me timbers, it’s a Pirate Ship! Where be 
this new hidden treasure? It’s to be found at the new 
free little library, outside the Columbus Center at Bickley 
Park, South Salt Lake! Aye, our youth from Promise 
South Salt Lake came up with the idea, the vessel was 
created by Fred Conlon from Sugar Post, with help from 
Canvas4acause.org, United Way of Salt Lake, and a 
generous donation from David Weekley Homes.

The second new little library is located just 
west of the Fitts Park Community Garden at 3050 S 
400 East. SSL resident Jai Houge and family have 
volunteered to keep it stocked with primarily young 
adult and children’s books. Plans are also to add on 
the outside art of “The Very Hungry Caterpillar,” along 
with a Monarch butterfly inspired by the illustrations 
of Eric Carle. 

A Little Free Library is a small, sometimes 
decorative, weather-resistant box where books can 
be exchanged with anyone on a “take a book, leave 
a book” honor system. There is never a charge for the 
books, and passers-by are welcome to browse and 
take any book they would like to read. The intent is to 
offer books you enjoy to share with others and allow 
others to share books that they may have enjoyed 
with you. For more information on Little Free Libraries, 
visit www.littlefreelibrary.org.

Ribbon Cutting at the new Fitts Park 
Community Garden. Part of celebrating 

the new garden is acknowledging all 
those hands and hearts that have 
participated in bringing it together! 

Two Free Little Libraries in SSL 



 

Promise


